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Eternal, then, is that by which
Creation's web was spun;
Destruction of eternal life
Is possible to none.
These bodies pass; but he within,
With life immortal dight,
Is neither limited nor lost;
Therefore, brave hero, fight!
If the red slayer think he slays,
The slain think he be slain,
They err: the slayer vainly kills;
The victim dies in vain.
This passage is taken from the Katha Upanishad: it
is fine poetry and sound philosophy—misapplied. We
cannot wonder that the great heart of Sakyamuni and his
acute reason rebelled against it, and taught that man is
responsible for his own act, and that there is no Atman, or
absolute, to relieve him of responsibility.
Having stated the problem and noticed some of the
answers of Krishna, it may be well to turn back and draw
the ground plan of this amazing scripture. It is made up
of three mam books, each containing six chapters. The
first deals for the most part with the way or Karma or
Action. 'Do your caste-duties/ says Krishna, 'play the
man as a warrior, and you will win salvation,' He reconciles
this teaching with the other doctrine of inaction or medita-
tion, by showing that action may be performed in the calm
meditative spirit of the Yogi, that the warrior may fight
in the spirit of the judge, detached and serene 'as the
tortoise drawing his limbs within his shell*.
It is Mr, Gandhi's faith in the spirit of his people and
in this teaching which has led him to believe that they
could burn other men's property and keep calm in doing
it. Shivaji, the heroic leader of the Mahrattas against the
Moguls in the seventeenth century, justified many an act
of savage cruelty and treachery by claiming that it was
done in this spirit; and in our own day Indian students

